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From the President: Chris Hansen 
Hello DuKane ABATE! 
 

November was a great month for motorcyclists in DuPage and Kane Counties. 
The fall colors were absolutely stunning, and Mother Nature even treated us to 
a few warm days that gave riders a chance to squeeze in some more miles  
before winter settles in. We also had a fantastic Monthly Membership  
Meeting, complete with awesome tacos that everyone enjoyed. A special thank
-you goes out to State Representative Jennifer Sanalitro for joining us and speaking to our 
membership about the important work she’s doing in Springfield on behalf of motorcyclists. 
Her support and engagement mean a lot to our riding community as we continue advocating 
for our rights and freedoms on the road. 
 

The DuKane ABATE Board of Directors Elections will take place at our December 16  
meeting, and we’re looking forward to a strong slate of dedicated nominees stepping up to 
serve our chapter. At this time, the nominations are as follows: President – Chris Hansen; 
Secretary – Amy Nelson; Events Officer – Chris Newman; BOD Representative – Kley Abel; 
Newsletter Officer – Mike Nicholson; Safety & Education Officer – Steve Waltz; and for  
Independent Representative #1 – Thomas Iacovetti, Mike Simko, and Jordi Finnegan. We ap-
preciate every member who has accepted the nomination and shown their commitment to 
keeping DuKane ABATE active, engaged, and focused on  
protecting the freedoms of motorcyclists in DuPage and Kane Counties. 
 

Everyone is invited to join us for the DuKane ABATE Monthly Membership Meeting and 
Christmas Party on Tuesday, December 16, 2025, starting at 7:30 p.m. sharp at the West  
Chicago American Legion Post #300, located at 123 Main St in West Chicago! It’s one of our 
favorite nights of the year, and we’ve got a lot in store. Santa Claus will be in attendance with 
gifts, so be sure to bring the family. We’ll also be holding our annual ham raffle—perfect  
timing to help you get ready for Christmas dinner. And come hungry, because dinner is on 
DuKane ABATE this month, generously made by the West Chicago American Legion Post 
#300. You won’t want to miss the food, fun, and Christmas camaraderie! 
 

DuKane ABATE is looking forward to attending the ABATE of Illinois State Seminar on  
January 16–17, 2026 at the Northfield Inn, Suites, and Conference Center in Springfield. This 
annual gathering brings together members from across the state for two days of learning,  
collaboration, and biker camaraderie. The weekend will feature a full slate of breakout  
sessions on legislative issues, safety and education, membership building, public relations, 
and chapter leadership, along with a Presidents Meeting, guest speakers, and both live and 
silent auctions benefiting ABATEPAC and ABATE FEDPAC. There will also be a fantastic 
hospitality room both Friday and Saturday nights with great music by Twin Cam Entertain-
ment and the chance to unwind with fellow motorcyclists. So far, Membership Officer Mark 
Garrison, Events Officer Chris Newman, Public Relations Officer Nathan Klapatch, Dory 
Boswell, and I will be representing DuKane ABATE at this important statewide event, and we 
look forward to bringing back valuable information and renewed enthusiasm to help keep our 
chapter strong. 
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President: Chris Hansen 

ABATEPAC will be meeting on January 18, 2026 for its official grading session, where trustees will review and issue 
grades and endorsements strictly based on where candidates stand on motorcyclists’ rights—and nothing else. This 
process ensures that our recommendations remain focused solely on protecting the freedoms we ride for every day. 
ABATE FEDPAC will be announcing its grading session date soon as they prepare to evaluate federal candidates 
with the same unwavering standard. With election season approaching, now is the perfect time for members to learn 
where their candidates truly stand when it comes to defending the rights and liberties of motorcyclists. 
 

I want to wish you and your families a very Happy Thanksgiving. May your Thanksgiving be filled with good food, 
great company, safe travels, and plenty of gratitude for the freedoms we enjoy—on and off the road. Thank you for 
being part of our DuKane ABATE family and for all you do to support motorcyclists in our communities. I also want 
to personally thank each and every one of you for entrusting me to serve as President of this chapter for the past six 
years. It has truly been an honor. If elected, I look forward to continuing that service for the next two years as we keep 
working together to protect and advance the rights of motorcyclists in DuPage and Kane Counties. 
 

Until next month,  
Ride Safe – Ride Free  
Chris Hansen  
DuKane Chapter of ABATE of Illinois President  
630-618-7551  
chrishdguy@gmail.com 



Vice President/Legislative Rep.; Randy Ramey 

Hello All, 
 

The legislature is out of session but that doesn't mean your wallets are safe.  
 

Illinois lawmakers passed a plan to fund Chicago-area transit in a late-night vote early Oct. 31. 
The plan will raise the sales tax in the Chicago area but avoided statewide tax hikes from earli-
er proposals. 
 

Highlights of the plan: 
 

● $860 million from the state motor fuel sales tax 
● $200 million in interest from the road fund 
● A 0.25% sales tax increase in the Chicago area 
● Toll increases: 30% for trucks and 45 cents more for cars 
 

Instead of creating new statewide taxes, lawmakers chose to move around money that already comes into the 
state. The plan uses about $860 million from the state’s motor fuel sales tax, $200 million in interest from the 
state road fund, and allows the Regional Transit Authority to raise its local sales tax by 0.25 percentage 
points in the Chicago area. 
 

Lawmakers also approved higher tolls on the Illinois Tollway, up 30% for trucks and about 45 cents more 
per trip for cars to raise up to $1 billion a year. This money won’t go to public transportation but to refill the 
road fund. Lawmakers introduced this to appease union labor. 
 

Revenue from drivers including tolls, gas taxes and fees is projected to surpass $6 billion in 2025, an all-time 
high before these toll hikes. 
 

So they "fixed" public transportation. Since there were no reforms, cuts or fee increases required of Chicago 
transit, this problem will continue.  
 

I will bet the next round of taxes will also come with no reform and no accountability. Illinois faces a project-
ed $267 million deficit for fiscal year 2026, which could grow to $2.2 billion by 2027, according to the Gover-
nor's Office of Management and Budget (GOMB). Chicago faces a projected budget deficit of approximately 
$1.15 billion for fiscal year 2026. 
 

Illinois revenue is at an all time high, so it is not a revenue problem, it is a spending problem!  
 

Blood from a turnip........ 
 

104th ILLINOIS GENERAL ASSEMBLY: 
The Illinois General Assembly stands adjourned until the start of the 2026 Spring Legislative Session. The 
Illinois Senate reconvenes on Tuesday, January 13, and will continue through Thursday, January 15. Mean-
while, the House reconvenes the following week, Tuesday, January 20, through Thursday, January 22. 
 

The bill request deadline (LRB deadline) is Friday, January 16. The bill filing deadline is Friday, February 6. 
 

Key 2026 Session Dates: 
January 16: LRB Deadline -- Both Chambers 
 

February 6: Bill Filing Deadline -- Both Chambers 
 

February 18: Governor’s Budget and State of the State Address 
 

March 13: Deadline -- Substantive Senate Bills out of Committee 
 

March 27: Deadline -- Substantive House Bills out of Committee 
 

March 17: Primary Election 
 

April 17: Deadline -- 3rd Reading Substantive Bills in First Chamber 
 

May 8: Deadline -- Substantive Bills out of Committee in Second Chamber 
 

May 22: Deadline -- 3rd Reading Substantive Bills in Second Chamber 
 

May 31: Adjournment 



Vice President/Legislative Rep.; Randy Ramey 

GOVERNOR’S HIGHLIGHTS: 
 
SNAP Benefits Restored: The Illinois Department of Human Services is restoring full SNAP bene-
fits now that the federal government shutdown has ended. The Department anticipates that the re-
maining benefit payments will be made over the coming days, with all SNAP recipients receiving 
their full November benefits by November 20. 
 
Electric Vehicle Charging Stations: The Illinois Environmental Protection Agency is offering a funding oppor-
tunity under the Climate and Equitable Jobs Act for Electric Vehicle charging infrastructure. This funding is for the 
purchase and installation of Direct Current Fast Charging (DCFC, Level 3) and Alternating Current (Level 2) sta-
tions at public locations in Illinois. This funding is first-come, first-served. Application materials are now available 
on Amplifund, with the application period opening on Monday, November 17, 2025, at 9:00 a.m. Central Time.  
 
Shimer Square: The Illinois Housing Development Authority (IHDA) and Economic Growth Corporation 
(GROWTH) celebrated the opening of Shimer Square, a significant step in redeveloping the historic Shimer College 
campus. The project aims to preserve the site's architectural history while transforming the 14-acre area into a vi-
brant mixed-use community, contributing to new housing, job creation, and long-term economic growth for Mount 
Carroll and the surrounding region. 
 
Gubernatorial Appointments: Governor Pritzker appointed the following: 
 
·        James Hagerman will serve as a Member of the Teachers’ Retirement System Board of Trustees. 
 
·        Amy Bilton will continue to serve as a Member of the Workers’ Compensation Medical Fee Advisory Board. 
 
OTHER NEWS: 
2026 Election Update: Republican gubernatorial candidate Darren Bailey announced that he will stay in the Re-
publican primary race for Governor following the tragic loss of four family members in a helicopter crash last 
month in Montana. Bailey’s son, daughter-in-law, and two grandchildren were killed in the crash. "After a lot of 
prayer and reflection, Cindy and I have decided we are staying in this race for governor, not for politics, but for eve-
ry family trying to make it in a state that’s lost its way, for every parent that dreams of a better future for their chil-
dren, and for every Illinoisan who knows we can do better," Bailey said. 
 
Attorney General Reaches Settlement with Staffing Agency: Attorney General Kwame Raoul reached a settle-
ment with Staffing Network LLC over allegations of an illegal no-poach agreement with other staffing agencies. 
The settlement requires Staffing Network to pay $275,000 to compensate affected temporary workers. In 2022, Ra-
oul’s office filed a lawsuit against Staffing Network and five other agencies, including their client, Vee Pak LLC 
(doing business as Voyant Beauty), claiming that they conspired to restrict hiring among themselves, which harmed 
workers' job opportunities, wages, and benefits. The settlement mandates Staffing Network to ensure affected work-
ers can seek employment freely and to implement compliance measures to prevent future violations of antitrust 
laws.  
 
Attorney General Leads Coalition Opposing Changes to Toxic Substances Control Act: Attorney General 
Kwame Raoul led a group of 17 attorneys general in opposing the EPA’s proposed changes to the Toxic Substances 
Control Act. The proposed rule would allow the EPA to exclude certain uses of chemical substances from risk eval-
uations and consider other uses in isolation, potentially overlooking the cumulative risks from combined exposures. 
The coalition argues this could harm overburdened communities and workers, as it undermines the assessment of 
aggregate effects on public health and environmental justice. They urge the administration to conduct more compre-
hensive risk assessments.  
 
Stay safe and have a Happy Thanksgiving! 
 
Randy 



COME TO THE MEETING, don’t be the last to know  



COME TO THE MEETING: 



Secretary: Amy Nelson 

 
DuKane Chapter of A.B.A.T.E. of Illinois 

Membership Meeting   Date:  ____11/18/2025________________ 

AGENDA 
 

TIME Meeting Starts:    7:30pm_ 

Attendance: 

 
 

Call To Order** Pledge of Allegiance, Lead by President Chris Hansen **  
 

New Members Welcome! 
Names of New Members:                            
 

Officer Reports  
The officers of the board give their reports.  
 

NE Region Coordinator: Rich Gruner  
 

GUEST SPEAKERS (if any) 
Jennifer Sanalito Illinois Representative District 48 
 

President – Chris Hansen 

Chris reported the information he had been given about autonomous semi trucks being allowed on  

Illinois roads was incorrect..  It has been reported another helmet law will be proposed.  We will need 
to keep fighting on this.   
 

Vice President/Legislative – Randy Ramey 

Randy advised bills have been signed.  New tax bills in Cook County will be due January 1st.   
 

Randy took nominations for open positions on the DuKane ABATE Board of Directors. Nominations are 
as follows: President - Chris Hansen, Secretary - Amy Nelson, Events Officer - Chris Newman, BOD  
Representative - Kley Abel, Newsletter Officer - Mike Nicholson, Safety & Education Officer - Steve 

Waltz, Independent Rep #1 - Thomas Iacovetti, Mike Simko, & John Bloch. The election will take place at 
the December 16th Meeting. 

 
Membership –   Mark Garrison 

No Report.  
 

Chris Hansen X Randy Ramey X Chris Newman X 

Viper   Mark Del Monaco X Steve Waltz X 

Kley Abel X Mike Nicholson X Mark Garrison X 

John Bloch X Nathan Klapatch X  Horsepower X 

Amy Nelson X         



Secretary: Amy Nelson 

BOD State Representative – Kley Abel  
Kley reported the State Board election will take place in 2 weeks.  He will be voting for 

Chris Hansen.   After discussion he will be supporting Ted Farthing for Assistant State 
Coordinator.        
 

Events – Chris Newman 

Chris everyone know that the St. Charles Electric Parade will be on November 29th and 
we need participants.  The Christmas party will be at the December 16th meeting.  The 
ABATE Seminar will be January 16-17. 
 

PR/Webmaster -  Nathan Klapatch 

Some people used the website online form to nominate people for the Board election.  
 

Safety & Education – Steve Waltz   
No report. 
 

Road Captain:  Viper 

Not in Attendance.  
 

Treasurer – Mark Del Monaco 

Mark reported the October accounts balanced.  There is no update on the Toy and Food Run as there 

are more things coming in.  We are in the 50% profitability range.  Kathi Crowell will be taking over in 

January. 
 

Independent Rep –John Bloch 

No report. 
 

Independent Rep –Horsepower 

No report. 
 

Newsletter – Mike Nicholson 

No report. 
 

Secretary – Amy Nelson 

No report.  
 

Raffles 
Who Won 50/50?  Leroy Flint $45. _______________ 
 

Motion Made IF ANY: 
Name of Person that Made the Motion: Motion made by Kathy Crowell to accept the Membership  
Meeting Notes from October  2025. Second Made by: Motion seconded by Jordi Finnegan.  
Motion Info: Motion approved the notes from September’s 2025 meeting. 
Yes:  ___40 Members___        No:  ___Horsepower __  Motion Carried??  ___Yes___ 
 

Motion Made IF ANY: 
Name of Person that Made the Motion: Motion made by Donavan to adjourn meeting.  
Second Made by:   Motion seconded by Phil Kraft. Motion Info:Motion adjourns meeting. 
Yes:  ___40 Members___        No:  ___Horsepower __  Motion Carried??  ___Yes___  Motion Carried??  ___Yes___ 
 

Adjourn Meeting   
TIME ADJOURNED? ____8:20pm______________  
 
 



Treasurer: Mark Del Monaco  

October finances are in balance with Old Glory Bank and SQUARE transactions. All  
transactions are accounted for.  
 
I do not have a final update on the Toy & Food Event financial results yet; all transactions are 
not yet accounted for with the bank deposits and debits. My forecast is still in the 50% range. 
The Toy & Food Run is a significant fund raiser for our chapter and for local charities.  
Financially, we’re in great shape for next year.  
 
Kathi Crowell has been picking up on the Treasurer’s duties and has grasped the basics that 
need to be repeated for the monthly balancing and reporting. I will continue to coach her through the end of the year, 
tax reporting, etc. and let her have at it on her own in January. I believe she will do a fine job.  
 
If you have questions, comments, or improvement recommendations, just e-mail me at  
DuKaneTreasure2014@gmail.com. I’ll do my best to respond quickly and thoughtfully.  
 
Mark Del Monaco and Kathi Crowell 



Thanks for renewing: 
Rob Miller, Greg and Patty Smith, Thomas (Ike) Iacovetti 
 

Expiring in November: 
Patricia Triola, Desiree Reese, Dory Boswell, Jeff and Jana Beth West, Phil Taylor, Sven Davies, James 
and Janice McCluskey, Robert Knorrek 
 

Merry Christmas to all. 
 
Mark Garrison 
630.415.5385 
Membership Coordinator 
Safety and Education Presenter 

Membership: Mark Garrison 

Webmaster: Nathan Klapatch 
Hey, everyone, 
 

Riding season may be over for the most part, but DuKane ABATE isn't done with this year. At our next meet-
ing, we will be having our BOD elections. We have locked in our nominations for each office, but December is 
the time to vote on who will represent you and run this chapter of ABATE. 
 

While most of the current BOD members for each position in the election are running again, there is one seat 
that doesn't have an incumbent this year: Independent Representative #1. The current representative, John 
Bloch, isn't running for re-election, but 3 other ABATE members are: Mike Simko, Tom Iacovetti, and Jordi 
Finnegan. They all have some degree of experience in the motorcycle community, and they give us a healthy 
number of candidates for that position. I hope that the best one wins. 
 

As for the outgoing representative, John Bloch, I would like to thank him not only for his service and loyalty to ABATE, but 
also for what he has done for me in the years since I've known him. Over the past several years, he has taken me on numerous 
motorcycle rides, ranging from quick rides in the area to organized rides with clubs and even to trips to nearby states. Overall, 
he has been very generous to me and consistently willing to offer me a seat on his bike to go on an adventure or just to get out 
on two wheels when I could. We've enjoyed touring various locations together, such as Starved Rock, Lake Geneva, the Fox 
River, and the late National Motorcycle Museum. So even though I didn't have a motorcycle license until recently, I was still 
able to get out and ride, in large part because of him. As such, I owe him a debt of gratitude on a personal level, and the chap-
ter owes him gratitude for his involvement. 
 

As for our next meeting, the election isn't the only thing that's going on that night, because we also have our Christmas party! 
We'll have food for you to enjoy, as well as Santa Claus himself with gifts to give to the attendees. It'll be a fun way to close 
out the year and catch up with others in the motorcycle community. I hope to see you there! 
 
Nathan Klapatch 

Happy November. Just a quick note on what we have been up to on the safety and education front. So far this 
year we have met with 5,881driver education students. Well on our way to hit the 6,000 student goal. We picked 
up a few new schools this year with an opportunity to add to the number of schools for 2026. 
 

We have had 151 motorcycle fatalities this year. Everyone needs to be paying attention on the road because no-
body is looking for you. If your still riding good for you and if you’re done for the year make sure your bike is 
ready for winter. Don’t forget about the Chicago Toys for Tots the first Sunday of December. 
 

Hope everyone had a good Thanksgiving and we will see you at the December 16th meeting. 

 
Steve Waltz 
Safety and Education 

Education and Safety; Steve Waltz 



Support those who support us : 



Support those who support us : 



Support those who support us : 



Events: Chris Newman 

Hi DuKane ABATE  
 
I do hope everyone had the opportunity to take advantage of the wonderful 
weather days we had this November and put some miles, memories, and 
smiles in the bank!  

 
There are only 4 weeks left to 2025.  Thanksgiving weekend is in the books 
as this goes to print. I am thankful for the great group of friends,  
acquaintances, and colleagues I have gained by being a member of DuKane 
ABATE. I am thankful that the DuKane ABATE Membership has nominated 
me to serve as your Events Officer for another term. I will do my level best 
to serve you well. There are many dedicated and devoted people in our 
ABATE Chapter, giving their time and talents for improving the Motorcycling 
community as a whole. I find it inspirational to see us all come together to 
get the hard work done. For this, I thank you all. 
 

DUKANE ABATE CHRISTMAS PARTY 
I look forward to seeing everyone at our December  
Membership Meeting on Tuesday December 16th. It will be 
Election Day for your DuKane ABATE Board of Directors. 
Make your vote count! We will be giving away ham to a lucky 
winning member! We will be serving you dinner on us, so 
come hungry! If you'd like to bring a dessert to pass, that 
would be great! Santa & Mrs. Claus will also be in attendance 
with gifts, and we'll be having a ham raffle to get you ready for 
Christmas! 

 



Events: Chris Newman 

Looking for that great Christmas gift for someone special? What 
could be better than 2025 DuKane ABATE and Toy Run apparel! 
Get your Christmas shopping done at the December Membership 
meeting.  

 

48th Annual Toys For Tots Run 
The 48th Annual Marine Corps Toys For Tots Run 
is coming soon! On Sunday December 7th, pack 
your toy donations (no stuffed critters), and meet 
thousands of your closest friends at Dan Ryan 
Woods. You want to get there early, kick stands 
up at 9:30. This is the largest motorcycle parade 
in the world. If you have not yet participated, get 
on out there!  
 

 

The ABATE of Illinois Seminar 

 

The ABATE of Illinois Seminar and Banquet will be held on January 16th 
and 17th 2026, at the Northfield Inn in Springfield, IL. Participate in the  
silent and live auctions benefiting the FED PAC and ABATE PAC. There will 
be a multitude of seminars all day long. You can choose which topics you 
want to attend. It is great opportunity to learn about what the future has in 
store for ABATE and what we can do about it! The rooms sell out fast. Please 
let Chris Hansen or Chris Newman know if you wish to attend. Food,  
banquets, fellowship, frivolity, what more could one ask for –  

Be There! Register here: 
https://www.abate-il.org/Seminar-2026 

Please seek out and follow DuKane A.B.A.T.E. on Facebook, YouTube, Twitter, 
and Instagram. Click on the links below to keep up with what’s happening. 

                         
Go Forth and Ride! – Chris Newman – Events Officer  

DuKaneEvents@gmail.com 

https://www.abate-il.org/Seminar-2026
https://www.facebook.com/DuKaneChapter
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCENgOqRAXj2IISTFb52g-6Q
https://www.instagram.com/dukaneabate/
https://twitter.com/ABATEofIllinois


Events: Chris Newman 



Events: Chris Newman 
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Events: Chris Newman 



News You Can Use: 



Calamity Jane's Bar 
 &  

Restaurant 
Address: 9S593 Route 47, Sugar Grove, IL 60554 
Phone: (630) 466-4427 
Email: calamityjanesbar@yahoo.com 
Facebook: www.facebook.com/CalamityJanesPlace 

Want Ads and Advertisements:  



Want Ads and Advertisements:  

109 E. North St. Elburn, IL 60119 FIVE-O Tattoo            Website  https://fiveotattoo.com/ 

https://fiveotattoo.com/


Want Ads and Advertisements:  



Want Ads and Advertisements:  



Want Ads and Advertisements:  



Want Ads and Advertisements:  



Want Ads and Advertisements:  

www.repsanalitro.com 

http://www.repsanalitro.com


Want Ads and Advertisements:  



Want Ads and Advertisements:  

Knuckleheads 
Tavern  

108 E North Ave. Elburn, IL 



Meetings are held on the 3rd Tuesday of Each Month at 7:30pm 
at the American Legion, Post #300 
123 Main St.  West Chicago, IL   60186 

A.B.A.T.E. of Illinois—DuKane Chapter 

P.O. Box 188 

West Chicago, IL 60186-0188 

DuKane A.B.A.T.E. Membership Form 
(Please Print Legibly) 

         Date: _______________   

(  )   New Member    (  )   Renewal     (  )   Change          Card # _________________________________________ 
 

Name: __________________________________________ Spouse: _________________________________________ 
 

Address:______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

City: __________________________________________  State: ___________________ Zip: __________________________ 
 

Phone: (        ) _______________________  County: ________________ Registered Voter?  (1)  _______ (2) ______ 
 

Congressional District: _______   Senatorial District: _______      Representative District: ________ 
 

Date of Birth  (1 ) ______ - ______ - ______  ( 2 ) ______ - ______ - ______ 
 

Occupation: ( 1 ) ______________________________________  ( 2 ) ___________________________________________ 
 

Year/Make and Size of Scooter(s): ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

eMail Address(es): _____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Membership Renewal Fee:  (  )   $30.00 per year, Single  (  )   $55.00 per year, Couple 

Moneysaver Special:  (  ) $120.00 per 5 year, Single  (  )   $220.00 per 5 year, Couple 
 

Make Checks Payable To & Mail To: 

 

DuKane Chapter 
A.B.A.T.E. of Illinois 
PO Box 188 

www.dukaneabiteil.org 


