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From the President: Chris Hansen 

Hello DuKane A.B.A.T.E. Members! 
 
November has brought the cold and snow. While that isn’t any fun for 
us motorcyclists, I hope that you all had a blessed Thanksgiving with 
family and friends and that you’re getting miles on when you can.  
Remember that motorists don’t expect us to be on the roads this time 
of year, so do your part to be more attentive while riding as they’re not 
looking for us. 
 
At the last membership meeting, we talked about the health of Greg Smith. I’m happy to 
report that his health has gotten much better and he’s been moved off the respiratory floor 
and on to rehab. This is great news. Keep those prayers coming! But I want to touch on 
what Greg was always known for. Keeping A.B.A.T.E. out in the public, and making sure 
people know who we are and what we do. 
 
There have been a lot of questions as to why 
A.B.A.T.E. of Illinois has gotten involved in the 
Electric Vehicle situation in Illinois. With the energy 
bill that passed in Illinois (See Randy’s article) and 
Joe Biden’s $1.2 Trillion Infrastructure Bill that 
have passed, a lot of focus has been placed on  
Electric Vehicles and the charging network. What’s 
the problem with this you may ask? The problem 
with this is that Governor JB Pritzker and Deputy 
Governor Christian Mitchell have said that in Illinois, motorcycles are not primary modes 
of transportation and shouldn’t be included in any of the EV incentives or planning 
(including infrastructure). THIS IS A PROBLEM. I understand that many of you aren’t 
EV Motorcycle riders, and that’s ok. What’s not ok is excluding motorcycles in Illinois, 

and that’s what Pritzker and Mitchell have attempted 
to do. If we as members of A.B.A.T.E. say “well, it’s 
only EV Motorcycles, who cares?” then we are  
allowing that door to remain open to excluding  
motorcycles from transportation and infrastructure in 
the future. Are you ok with that? I’m not. Government 
overreach by telling me that as a motorcyclist, I don’t 
matter? NO WAY! So, what can we do? 
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 Get Involved! 
 Come to meetings. Call your legislators when instructed. Tell every motorcyclist you know to join DuKane 

A.B.A.T.E. as we’re going to need all the voices we can get. 
 Attend events like S.T.E.E.L. 
 The A.B.A.T.E. of Illinois S.T.E.E.L. seminar is happening January 21st - January 22nd of 2022. This is a great 

place to learn more about what A.B.A.T.E. is and does and how you can get more involved. There are many 
breakout sessions and biker camaraderie to take in. After all, the more we’re passionate about motorcyclists’ 
rights, the more we’ll accomplish.  

 
Check out ‘This Week in A.B.A.T.E.’ 
This is one of the easiest ways to see what A.B.A.T.E. of Illinois is working on and involved in, because you don’t 
even have to leave your couch. Just hop on the A.B.A.T.E. of Illinois Facebook Page at 8pm every Wednesday and 
watch live as everything that A.B.A.T.E is working on or involved in gets discussed. 
 
These are just a few – of many – ways that you can fight for the rights and freedoms of motorcyclists/off-roaders/
ATV riders in Illinois. Take a page from the playbook of Greg. If you’re out and about, make sure people know what 
A.B.A.T.E. is and what we do, and get them to join the fight! Let’s make sure that JB Pritzker and Christian Mitchell 
know that motorcycles are a PRIMARY mode of transportation to thousands in the state and that we need to be  
involved in EVERY aspect of transportation and infrastructure in the future. PERIOD! 
 
Make sure you have plans to join us December 21st for our membership meeting, including our annual Ham Raffle 
and Christmas Party! Wear your ugliest sweater! Continue watching ‘This Week in A.B.A.T.E.’ every Wednesday 
on Facebook Live, keep letting Governor JB Pritzker know that #MotorcyclesArePrimary, and I hope you all have a 
very Merry Christmas ahead! 
 
Get Out – Ride Safe – Ride Free  
Chris Hansen  
DuKane A.B.A.T.E. President  
630-618-7551 
 
 
On November 9, your President Chris Hansen and Legislative Coordinator Randy Ramey, along with A.B.A.T.E. of 
Illinois Legislative Coordinator Ski, attended an event for State Representative Stephanie Kifowit at The Capital 
Grille in Lombard. Stephanie is a huge supporter of motorcyclists in Illinois and the 2020 Legislator of the Year. 
 
 
 

President: Chris Hansen 



Vice President: Hej Hog 

November, another busy month for DuKane ABATE. The nominations for the BOD positions have 
been placed and voting will be held at the December membership meeting on December 21st at 
730pm, you must be present and a member of DuKane ABATE to vote.  
 
This time of the year was winterizing and storing our motorcycles and anticipating a nice enough 
day to ride, while ABATE is still out there talking and meeting with State Senators, and State  
representatives to ensure motorcycle rights. Keep up to date with ABATE on all the social media  
pages and if there is something you would like more information on reach out and let DuKane 
ABATE know of your concerns, thoughts, or ideas so your voice is heard.  
 
Thanksgiving is a time to remember what we're thankful for, I'm thankful for God and all those representatives that 
support Abate. Happy Thanksgiving. 
 
Our brother Greg Smith and wife Patty need our prayers for Greg to have a speedy recovery in Pennsylvania,  
another victim of Covid.  
 
As always keep your memberships up to date, and get those friends and family members, to join DuKane ABATE, 
we cannot fight for our rights without support from our members.  
 
Hej  
DuKane ABATE 
Vice President  
upshej2013@gmail.com 
847-609-2363 

Hello, y'all. I'm attempting to engage in this newsletter, that Michael Nicholson creates  
every month to give our members some insight from the BOD. As the DuKane ABATE 
Treasurer here goes my insight.  
 
 Well, the one thing that won't be in print is the balances in our accounts. As a DuKane 
member you are entitled to know that and I will meet with you to show you those balances. 
 
 DuKane ABATE benefits for our members and their families is that there is a Downrider's fund available to our 
members/families if there is financial assistance needed for those who have been involved in injury and or 
death.  We all pray no one needs to use these benefits but there here if needed.  
 
It's almost tax season for Abate, the 990s are due on the 1st of the year and given to ABATE of Illinois Treasurer 
Paul Traux for approval. All I'm waiting for is expenses and income for December.  
 
Here's some insight into the income DuKane receives. Normally income comes from membership, any donations 

given by the year's end, or a run put together.  In membership, DuKane makes $3 for single and 
$6 for five-year memberships, ABATE of Illinois gets the remaining amount. So ABATE of 
Illinois can stand strong and fight for those motorcycle rights.  
 
I'm already tired of the cold weather, we go from warm to cold without much of an in-between 
here in Illinois. The roads are still dry so for those who withstand that cold-ass ride more power 
to ya and enjoy while you can. 
 
May God bless you and your family. Happy Holidays to all. Take care of those who cannot care 
for themselves. 
 

Treasurer: Tina Hejnar  
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Legislative Representative; Randy Ramey 

Hello All, 
 
With all the discussion on motorcycles being left out of the Climate and Equitable 
Jobs Act (Public Act 102-0662), we should thank Senator Cullerton for introducing 
SB 2408 which fixed that mistake. His bill did not move forward but he kept his word 
on it's introduction. This moved Senator Stadelman to keep his word and he added 
language in Amendment 4 to HB 1769, the Reimagining Electric Vehicles in Illinois 
Act, removing electric motorcycles from an exclusion to the definition of "electric 
vehicle". This act was signed into law on October 28th. With this inclusion, electric 
motorcycles and their specific needs will be a part of grid as it is developed through-
out Illinois. A big thanks to those who contacted their legislators and especially those 
who posted pictures with their bikes showing that motorcycles are an everyday mode 
of transportation. 
 
As mentioned before, the legislature will be working on a shortened schedule this spring with the intent to finish 
April 8th. They will be working the same amount of days so they will be in Springfield more than in their district 
offices. Deadlines for Senate substantive bills is January 21 and for the House is January 28th. Since it is an election 
year, I don't foresee controversial legislation coming out but we'll be watching to make sure. Hopefully ABATE'S 
agenda will be distributed soon. The ABATE of Illinois Legislative Day has been moved up to February 16th. This 
is a great time to visit legislators and see ABATE friends from around the state. Please try to arrange for your  
participation, strength in numbers as they say! 
 
There will be a hearing in a 3 judge federal court the week of Dec. 6th to hear 3 consolidated cases challenging the 
new legislative maps. Draft maps have been submitted to the court for review. It's not likely anything will change 
but it will be interesting to hear the arguments. Both the legislative and the congressional maps that were passed by 
the Illinois legislature are gerrymandered crap! But under law, political gerrymandering is allowed. The cases being 
brought forth will attempt to show minority disenfranchisement which is unconstitutional. Over the years the map 
process has been attempted to be removed from the legislatures' hands but to no avail. Many states use computer 
models with up-to-date statistical data to create contiguous and compact maps that are fair to all. Regrettably, the 
party in charge refuses to follow that path. 
 
Have a safe and healthy Thanksgiving! 
 



Events: Chris Newman 

Sunday December 5th is the 44th annual Chicagoland Toys For Tots Motorcycle Parade! Join 
thousands of your closest friends for one of the greatest motorcycling events in the world. 
Line up starts at 6:00 AM at Dan Ryan Woods located at 85th and Western in Chicago.  
Parade begins at 9:30. Bring a new and unwrapped toy, no stuffed critters please. “Every 
child deserves a toy!”  
 
We are looking forward the Statewide S.T.E.E.L. Seminar and Banquet. Steel is an acronym 
which means Seminar To Educate Empower Lead. It will be held next year on January 21st 
and 22nd, 2022, at the Northfield Inn in Springfield, IL. There will be different seminars all 
day long. You can choose which topics you want to attend. It is great opportunity to learn about what the future has 
in store for ABATE and what we can do about it! There will be a banquet and auctions as well. The rooms sell out 
fast. Please let Chris Hansen or Chris Newman know if you wish to attend. 
 
Go Forth and Ride! – Chris Newman – Events Coordinator  

 
Our 35th Annual Toy and Food Run was a great success! Your DuKane A.B.A.T.E. Board 
Of Directors wish to recognize the efforts of your Secretary, Amy Nelson. For all of her 
hard work, finding, contacting, schmoozing, and organizing our corporate sponsors.  
Every year she spends untold hours, for many months, on the phone and in meetings,  
promoting our Toy and Food Run to local businesses. All of this Amy does behind the 
scenes. Amy, Thank you. 
 
We can not make this happen every year without a huge amount of support from our local 
community. Please help us in recognizing the Local Businesses, Politicians, Motorcycle 
Dealerships, Motorcycle Clubs, Restaurants, Taverns, Municipalities, and Local Law  
Enforcement that make it all possible. Please save this list. Refer to it as you are looking 
for local services. Patronize their restaurants. Thank an officer. Contact a politician and 
thank them for their help. Call and hire our DuKane A.B.A.T.E. Toy and Food Run donors for your own service 
needs. Let them know that we support those who support us. Remember, it’s for the kids! 
 

 
 



Secretary: Amy Nelson 

2021 DuKane Toy Run Sponsor List 
● Sycamore Speedway – Maple Park, IL  - (815) 895-5454 
● Knuckleheads Tavern – Elburn, IL - (630) 365-9164  
● Schmidt’s Towne Tap - Elburn, IL - (630) 365-0100 
● City Of Elburn - Mayor Jeffrey D. Walter  
● Elburn Fire Department – Matt Hansen 
● Kane County Sheriff’s Department  - Ron Hain 
● Christian Motorcyclists Association 
● Moose Riders of Lombard 
● The Fugarwe Tribe MC 
● The Blue Knights MC 
● Pat Capone – The Radio Personality – Listen on Rock 95.5 Chicago 
● Fox River Harley-Davidson – Brian Rapier (630) 513-6930 
● Wild Fire Harley-Davidson - Villa Park, IL - (630) 834-6571 
● Heritage Harley-Davidson – Lisle, IL - (331) 330-8429 
● MCC Motor Cycle Center Inc – Villa Park, IL - (630) 782-2010 
● The Toy Shop & Motolounge - Arlington Heights – (224) 232-8224 
●Windy City International Cycle, St. Charles, IL - (630) 513-6930 
● MaXXaMus Motorcycle Repair – Steve Hunt - (630) 248-3162 
● The Law Tigers – Steve Graef - 1-888-863-7216 
● Kelly Law Offices LLC – Chicago, IL – (877) 496-0990 
● ILoca Semi-Trailers - Aurora, IL · (630) 548-2600 
● Superior Beverage Co - Montgomery, IL - (630) 896-1951 
● Five-O Tattoo - Elburn, IL - 630.365.3900 
● Old Republic Kitchen and Bar – Elgin, IL (224) 535-9544 
● Ritz's Southtown Auto – DeKalb, IL - (815) 787-4955 
● Riley’s Medical Equipment & Supply - Geneva, IL (630) 232-2269 
● River City Plumbing LLC - Batavia, IL - (630) 429-8704 
● Valley Fire Protection and Plumbing - St. Charles (630) 761-3168 
● Hazen Insurance Agency - St. Charles, IL - (630) 485-5100 
● Sunnyside Landscaping Inc - West Chicago, IL - (630) 231-9273 
● Excel Automotive Repair Inc. - St. Charles, IL - (630) 945-3421 
● Karen E Tietz PC Tietz Law Firm - St. Charles, IL - (630) 587-5771 
● Prime Time Painting Inc. - St. Charles, IL - (630) 920-3300 
● Orange Home Services LLC - Elburn, IL - (630) 761-3343 
● Windy City- Fox Motorsports – St. Charles, IL – (630) 513-6930 
● Higher Ground Roofing LLC - (630) 546-9803 
● First Centennial Mortgage - Aurora, IL (630) 546-9803 
● Fuschia Inc.  - Glen Ellyn, IL (630) 469-7465 
● Capital Asset Group - St. Charles, IL - (630) 369-4508 
● Dawn’s Domestic Cleaner’s, Inc. - Geneva, IL - (630) 262-8580 
● Fully Promoted of St. Charles - (630) 587-8700 
● Village Counseling Center - South Elgin, IL - (847) 488-1999 
● Restoration Plumbing, Inc. - Batavia, IL - (630) 879-2900 
● Ideal Electrical Contractors - St. Charles, IL - (630) 934-5020 
● Uplift Garage - Aurora, IL - (630) 448-1079 
● Curtain Call Creations/C+C Creations - (630) 737-1510 
● BAC Restoration (Metro Staff Inc.) - Elgin, IL - (224) 225-4000 
● MK Movers - St. Charles, IL - (630) 244-9655 
● Midwest Best Entertainment LLC - St. Charles, IL (331) 222-9462 
● Simply Staged By Vanessa - 630.404.9242 
● She Can Love  https://shecanlove.com/  (239) 899-2442 
● Douglas B. Jones- HINES Lumber - Wheaton, IL · (630) 668-1400  
● Paul Stukel- Fox Valley Magazine – Geneva, IL - (630) 806-8751  
● Keep It Clean - Naperville, IL - (630) 995-3400 

Editors Note: On a previous page it was noted our Secretary 
Amy Nelson works hard lining up sponsors.  I have noticed, 
as have others, she tends to stay in the  background.  She 
could write an entry for the newsletter highlighting her   
accomplishments, but as usual choose not to.  It is only  
fitting to let you see the results of her hard work to make the  
Toy and Food Run the success it is. MN 
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2021 DuKane Toy Run Sponsor List 
● Mason, Faith, and Hoscheit DDS - St. Charles, IL (630) 584-5444 
● Diane Swaim - Kane County Chronicle - (833) 584-6397 
● Hupy and Abraham - (815) 877-3900 
● Little Rock Teamsters Chapter 
● Corinne Pierog – Kane County Board Chairman 
● Gary Rabine - candidate for Illinois Governor 
● Randy Ramey- Wayne Township Supervisor 
● Diana and Bruce Rauner – Former Illinois Governor 
● Greg Hart- DuPage County Board Member District 3 and candidate for DuPage County Board Chairman  
● State Representative Barbara Hernandez, Aurora 
● State Representative Terra Costa Howard, Lombard 
● Chris Westphall 
● Senator Don DeWitte of St. Charles 
● Robert Langman 
● Amy Nelson 
● Elaine Nelson 
● Laurie Westberg Martin 
● Michael B. Westberg 
● David + Ina Gursky 
● Jennifer M. Benesh + Ross Nelson 

Hi DuKane, 
   
  I just wanted to take a minute or two here to thank you for letting me fit the words and 
thoughts of the Board around the pictures and such they send me each month.  It is not really a 
hard task.  But if any of you find out about  an event, ride or find information on a topic you 
were wondering about it’s more than worth it.   
 
  I also wanted to add my 2¢ and a few thoughts about the Toy and Food Run.  Let me start 
with Amy Nelson.  About the time most of us are knocking off winters rust and dust she is starting to talk about the 
years Toy and Food Run.  The whole Board gets involved eventually, but from what I’ve seen she is way out ahead 
of us.  Not far behind have been Chris Hansen and Chris Newman.  Once they hit the ground running it’s already too 
late to catch up.  
 
  As the event grows closer all the Volunteers and other groups involved ramp up.  Finally the day arrives and some 
of the most important people join in.  That’s you, and all the others who come out and ride, listen to the bands,  
support the vendors at the end of the ride and maybe listen to a few speeches.  I really have to give you folks some 
credit.  Good weather and rotten, there you are.  Piling food and toys on the trailers.  It could never take place with-
out all of those mentioned above.   
 
  You may notice I’m here just below the list of Sponsors.  That is just luck.  Without all those sponsors things would 
not be what you have grown to expect.  So, give them some support if you get the chance.  It’s just another way to 
show how the motorcycle community stands by those who support them.   
 
  With December in sight I would ask you all to ride safe so we can see you out on the roads next year.  Oh, I almost 
forgot, don’t forget to come to the next meeting on December 21st.  Voting and fun?  Only ABATE could combine 
those in one event. 
 
See ya on the road, 
 
Mike Nicholson 
 

Newsletter: Mike Nicholson 

Secretary: Amy Nelson 
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Events: Chris Newman 

It’ not too early to start planning 
ahead for next year.! 
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IT’S NOT TOO EARLY TO START PLANNING FOR 2022 
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IT’S NOT TOO EARLY TO START PLANNING FOR 2022 
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Calamity Jane's Bar & Restaurant 
Address: 9S593 Route 47, Sugar Grove, Illinois 60554 

Phone: (630) 466-4427 
Email: calamityjanesbar@yahoo.com 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/CalamityJanesPlace 
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The Toy Shop and Motolounge is a fast paced Dealership 
looking for our next highly qualified candidate to fill this posi-
tion and become a long-term teammate. We currently provide 
sales, service and parts for all major brands. Ducati, Honda, 
Harley-Davidson, Yamaha, Suzuki, Kawasaki, KTM, Can-Am, 
Triumph and BMW. 
Benefits: 

Competitive Pay Scale 

Flexible work schedule 

Uniforms 

Generous employee discounts 

Health Insurance 

Technician responsibilities include: 

Routine maintenance on all major brand Powersports units. 

Perform electrical and mechanical diagnosis in a timely  
manner. 

Maintain a clean and safe work area. 

Complete tasks as per Service Manual specifications and 
techniques. 

Ability to operate all machines marketed by the dealership. 

Requirements: 

Valid motorcycle endorsement 

2+ years service experience 

Mechanical knowledge of American and Metric vehicles 

Service tools/toolbox 

Work and communicate well with others 

Perform tasks with minimal supervision 

Report to management 

https://www.indeedjobs.com/jobs/b0a48a5bf12e20092324?
from=snippet 

Knuckleheads 
Tavern  

108 E North Ave. Elburn, IL 

https://www.indeedjobs.com/jobs/b0a48a5bf12e20092324?from=snippet
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Meetings are held on the 3rd Tuesday of Each Month at 7:30pm 
at the American Legion, Post #300 
123 Main St.  West Chicago, IL   60186 

A.B.A.T.E. of Illinois—DuKane Chapter 

P.O. Box 188 

West Chicago, IL 60186-0188 

DuKane A.B.A.T.E. Membership Form 
(Please Print Legibly) 

         Date: _______________   

(  )   New Member    (  )   Renewal     (  )   Change          Card # _________________________________________ 
 

Name: __________________________________________ Spouse: _________________________________________ 
 

Address:______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

City: __________________________________________  State: ___________________ Zip: __________________________ 
 

Phone: (        ) _______________________  County: ________________ Registered Voter?  (1)  _______ (2) ______ 
 

Congressional District: _______   Senatorial District: _______      Representative District: ________ 
 

Date of Birth  (1 ) ______ - ______ - ______  ( 2 ) ______ - ______ - ______ 
 

Occupation: ( 1 ) ______________________________________  ( 2 ) ___________________________________________ 
 

Year/Make and Size of Scooter(s): ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

eMail Address(es): _____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Membership Renewal Fee:  (  )   $25.00 per year, Single  (  )   $45.00 per year, Couple 

Moneysaver Special:  (  ) $100.00 per 5 year, Single  (  )   $180.00 per 5 year, Couple 
 

Make Checks Payable To & Mail To: 

 

DuKane Chapter 
A.B.A.T.E. of Illinois 
PO Box 188 

www.dukaneabiteil.org 


