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From the President: Chris Hansen 

Hello fellow DuKane A.B.A.T.E. Members! 
 
April is here and we have a LOT going on. May is Motorcycle  
Awareness Month and your DuKane Chapter is out getting  
proclamations. So far, we have received proclamations from  
Geneva, Elburn, Maple Park, Batavia, Elgin, Bolingbrook, and others. 
We are very pleased to have Motorcycle Awareness to prominent in 
DeKalb, DuPage, and Kane County.  
 
Did you pay attention to the elections on April 6th? The voter turnout was horrendous, but 

luckily for our chapter we had a lot of good luck with local 
candidates that are great for motorcyclists. Candidates like 
Geneva Mayor Kevin Burns and Elburn President Jeff 
Walter were re-elected, and Maple Park President Suzanne 
Fahnestock and Sugar Grove President Jennifer Konen 
were elected. These are all great for DuKane A.B.A.T.E.! 
And congratulations to DuKane A.B.A.T.E. Legislative 
Coordinator Randy Ramey who was re-elected Wayne 
Township Supervisor. Elections are so important for our 
organization. Not just on a state level, but on a local level 
as well. Do not forget this!! 
 
Speaking of Randy Ramey, he and I attended A.B.A.T.E. 
of Illinois Legislative Day on April 14th and participated in 
virtual meetings with State Legislators about  
motorcyclists’ rights in Illinois. It was a very interesting 

event as this was the first time we were not allowed in the capital building to lobby. I am 
very happy to say, though, that we did not let the COVID-19 nonsense stop us from doing 
the work we need to do for motorcyclists/off-roaders/ATV riders in Illinois. We did man-
age to start heated conversations on the Illinois House Floor pertaining to Trailer Plate 
Fees and it sounds like an agreement to lower them is coming. Stay tuned! 
 
State Representative Lance Yednock’s bill HB2617 (motorcyclist profiling) has moved 
out of committee and is on it’s way to the House Floor. With everything happening with 

the Illinois Gaming Board in Rockford and the outright profiling to motorcycle clubs in 
our area, this is extremely important. Please see Randy Ramey’s article for more details 
on this.  
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President: Chris Hansen 

May 8th is going to be a big day for your DuKane Chapter as we’re involved in 2 
events that day. Motorcycle Awareness Day is in Elburn where we are teaming up with 
the Kane County Sheriff’s Department and the Elburn Police Department as we gather 
at Route 47&38 for Motorcycle Awareness Day to let motorists’ know to PUT DOWN 
THE CELL PHONES AND START SEEING MOTORCYCLES from 11-2. Join us 
for lunch at Knuckleheads afterwards (Thanks Dan and Shelly!). Then, we will be part 
of the Motorcycle Awareness Event at Heritage Harley-Davidson in Lisle. There will 
be a motorcycle blessing done by the CMA (Christian Motorcyclist Association), a one 
hour ride escorted by the DuPage County Sheriff’s Department to let motorists’ know 
we are back on the roads, and then an after party back at Heritage where we will be 
working on getting new members and will receive a Motorcycle Awareness Month 
Proclamation from DuPage County, presented to us by Trustee Greg Hart and Chairman Dan Cronin. It’s going to 
be a great day of Motorcycle Awareness covering 2 of our 3 great counties. See Chris Newman’s article for more 
details! 
 
The last thing I will touch on is something I am very excited about. 
We had our first meeting regarding an off-road motorcycle/ATV 
park in Kane County. Myself and “Hunter” John Harris met with 
Kane County Madam Chair Corinne Pierog and Kane County  
Forest Preserve Chairman Chris Kious on this issue. We discussed 
grants that are available to make this happen and where we could put 
this type of park. We also talked about the money and revenue it 
could bring to the county and the businesses in said area. It went ex-
tremely well and positive and we are looking in the Burlington  
area. I will keep you all updated as we go.   
 
Keep tuning in each week to ‘This Week in A.B.A.T.E.’ with myself and Ski as we cover everything A.B.A.T.E. 
of Illinois. Episodes are live on the A.B.A.T.E. of Illinois Facebook Page (YouTube replay after that) and now 
start at 8pm, so tune in! 
 
Ride Safe – Ride Free 
Chris Hansen 
DuKane A.B.A.T.E. President 
630-618-7551 
 

DuKane ABATE      2       April 2021 
    www.abate-il.org   www.dukaneabateil.org 

http://www.dukaneabateil.org/


Vice President: Hej Hog 
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 Many motorcycles are now out riding the pavement. Those spring weather days are a  
welcome change. With that said, the fatality rate is already in the double digits. Check your 
insurance policy and make sure you have enough and, most importantly, proper coverage. 
That million-dollar umbrella will be most beneficial if the need comes. Make your call to 
that insurance agent.  
 
     I'm off the grid enjoying some Montana mountain air with the guys for two weeks. The 
end is near, and I will return home and get ready for the DuKane Abate Motorcycle  
Awareness gathering on many different intersections on May 8th. Contact any one of us to 
volunteer and join us to make the public aware of motorcycles and put those cell phones 
down.  
 
     May is motorcycle awareness month; this should be every day to remind those around you to pay attention and 
look out for motorcycles. As always, keep your membership to Abate active; your rights as a motorcycle rider  
depend on it.   
 
Hej Hog  
DuKane A.B.A.T.E Vice President  
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Legislative Representative; Randy Ramey 

Hello All, 
 
Legislative Day was a success and I suggest you attend if you haven’t in the past. Great to see 
old friends and mingle with the legislators. We were able to speak to many via Zoom and get 
their opinions on our legislation. Gubernatorial candidate Senator Bailey stopped by the  
reception and was in great spirits. We were very appreciative of all who came by! 
 
HB 36 has been sent back to rules as has HB 682. Normally this would spell doom for bills but 
in speaking with Senator Cullerton their may be some action. He promised to take sponsorship 
and either move it for the permanent plate at the one time fee of $118 or move the annual fee to 
a compromised number that he thinks we would all agree on...$69. We shall see but call his of-
fice to show support. 
 
HB 2617 has moved to second reading on the House floor. This means it has been introduced and as I understand 
their is some discussion with the State Police on language. Hopefully an agreement can be reached and it moves to 
third reading. That would mean it would be up for debate on the House floor and voted upon. If this moves then you 
will be informed to contact your legislators for support.  
 
Not all pictures from Springfield should be shown here’s a couple that was fun to do! 
 
Randy 



Events: Chris Newman 

Motorcycling season is in full swing already! I do hope you all have been able to 
consume several tanks of fuel! There is a lot going on in May. Kick it off with a 
great party, FREEDOM FEST! This takes place at the Christian County Fair-
grounds in Taylorville Illinois.  The party starts on Friday April 30 and goes on 
until the morning of May 2nd. You can bring a tent and pay only $10 for the whole 
weekend, or $20 for an RV. There is a food ride and dirt drags on Saturday. This 
event ends Sunday morning with a ride to the IDOT Building in Springfield for the 
FREEDOM RALLY.  

If you can not make the fest, come for the FREEDOM RALLY. Meet Sunday May 
2nd in the south IDOT lot at 12:00 for a State Police escorted ride to the Illinois 
State Capitol. Bears for Buddies will be collecting small stuffed animals for vari-
ous police agencies to give to children. Thank you to Lincoln Land and Midstate Chapters of ABATE for sponsor-
ing this gathering. 

Bummer, Motorcycle Sunday was cancelled, but worry not. Come to Biker Sunday on May 2nd! Our friend Randy 
Schoof is hosting Biker Sunday at The Warehouse Church in Aurora. The event starts at 10:00 AM. Motorcycle 
Blessings until 1:00. This is a fantastic and free event as always. Awesome BBQ will be available. There may 
even be a ride! 

Come join DuKane ABATE for Motorcycle Awareness Day! Help us spread the message to Watch Out For Mo-
torcycles on Saturday May 8th! We will be at intersections along Rt 47 in Elburn. Meet me at the BP at RT 47 and 
RT 38 to get signs and assigned a post. Elburn PD and Kane County Sheriff will be assisting us. O’Hare Towing 
will be providing a wrecked vehicle for display and attention. Dan and Betsy will be serving us lunch at  
Knuckleheads afterwards. See you all there! 

Elburn too far for you? We are doubling down on Motorcycle Awareness Day this year and covering DuPage 
County too! Meet at Heritage Harley Davidson for the Motorcycle Awareness Ride. It will kick off with a bike 
blessing by our friends from the Christian Riders Association. Then we take a police escorted ride through the 
community. Food and beverages will be available for purchase after the ride. Adult beverages will also be served 
at no charge. 

On Friday May 21st the Middle East Conflicts Wall will be arriving in Illinois. Let’s escort the wall as it travels 
through Illinois. Meetup is at 9:30 AM Mississippi Rapids Rest Area Eastbound Route 80 by Rapids City Illinois. 
If you can not make it that far that early, there are other pick up points along the way. See the flier for when and 
where.  
Our 4th Annual ABATE Bowling Classic was a great success! I thank you all who attended. A special thank you to 
Steve Graef from The Law Tigers and Mike Taylor from The Toy Shop, for donations of cash and prizes. Also 
thank you Steven from Bowlero for hosting us again! All proceeds from the event went to our DuKane ABATE 
Downed Rider Fund, a great cause.  

There is more to come, save the following dates on your calendar.   

Go Forth And Ride! - Chris Newman 



Events: Chris Newman 

 

2021 DuKane A.B.A.T.E. Events Calendar 
 

ABATE of Illinois Freedom Fest Friday April 30 – May 2nd   Christian County Fairgrounds Taylorville, Il.  
 

ABATE of Illinois Freedom Rally Sunday May 2nd, 12:00 Noon   IDOT Building in Springfield, South Lot 
 
(Motorcycle) Biker Sunday  Sunday May 2nd, 10:00 AM    Warehouse Church, 308 E. Galena, Aurora 
 
Motorcycle Awareness Day  Saturday May 8th, 11:00 AM         BP RT47 and RT38, Elburn, IL 
 
Motorcycle Awareness Ride  Saturday May 8th, 9:00 AM  Heritage Harley Davidson, Lisle  
 
Bikini Bike Wash   Saturday July 17th, 12:00 PM Elburn, IL 
 
Sethtastic Motorcycle Run 2020 Saturday July 24th, 9:00 AM       Fox River Harley Davidson, St. Charles, IL 
 
Ride Janie Ride   Sunday August 22nd, 8:30 AM         Wildfire Harley Davidson, Villa Park 
 

35th Annual DuKane A.B.A.T.E. Toy & Food Run           Sunday October 10th 9:30 AM 
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Events: Chris Newman 

Newsletter: Mike Nicholson 

Hi DuKane, 
 
  Looks like the riding season is upon us.  I have been out and about and noticed a couple things to 
watch for.  First is the North American Grasshole.  He comes out of his burrow and begins to create a 
display to attract a mate.  Keep a sharp eye out for these as they can be a bit slick, even when dry.  
Don’t confront them.  If you do the Gr drops and the asshole remains.  Nasty buggers. 
 

  The second is the Friendly Farmer.  I 
thought they spent the winter in hibernation 
but in reality they spend the time working 
like busy little bees and beavers to get 
things ready go out an plant.  If you eat, 
wear clothes or drink beer, whiskey or other 
potent potables give them a friendly wave 
and some extra room as you pass.   They 
may be moving slower than you are but 
those big machines can be a bit hard to  
control.    

 
  Finally as May 8 should remind us folks are no used to seeing us on the road yet.  
SO, Awareness Day.  Keep in mind you may not be on their radar, sometimes literal-
ly, of other drivers so you need to be the adult and keep yourself safe.  You may have 
the Right of Way by LAW, but the Laws of Physics will always trump the Law of 
Man. 
 
See you along the road,  
Mike Nicholson 
Editor 
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Calamity Jane's Bar & Restaurant 
Address: 9S593 Route 47, Sugar Grove, Illinois 60554 

Phone: (630) 466-4427 
Email: calamityjanesbar@yahoo.com 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/CalamityJanesPlace 
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The Toy Shop and Motolounge is a fast paced Dealership 
looking for our next highly qualified candidate to fill this posi-
tion and become a long-term teammate. We currently provide 
sales, service and parts for all major brands. Ducati, Honda, 
Harley-Davidson, Yamaha, Suzuki, Kawasaki, KTM, Can-Am, 
Triumph and BMW. 
Benefits: 

Competitive Pay Scale 

Flexible work schedule 

Uniforms 

Generous employee discounts 

Health Insurance 

Technician responsibilities include: 

Routine maintenance on all major brand Powersports units. 

Perform electrical and mechanical diagnosis in a timely  
manner. 

Maintain a clean and safe work area. 

Complete tasks as per Service Manual specifications and 
techniques. 

Ability to operate all machines marketed by the dealership. 

Requirements: 

Valid motorcycle endorsement 

2+ years service experience 

Mechanical knowledge of American and Metric vehicles 

Service tools/toolbox 

Work and communicate well with others 

Perform tasks with minimal supervision 

Report to management 

https://www.indeedjobs.com/jobs/b0a48a5bf12e20092324?
from=snippet 

Knuckleheads 
Tavern  

108 E North Ave. Elburn, IL 

https://www.indeedjobs.com/jobs/b0a48a5bf12e20092324?from=snippet
https://www.indeedjobs.com/jobs/b0a48a5bf12e20092324?from=snippet
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Meetings are held on the 3rd Tuesday of Each Month at 7:30pm 
at the American Legion, Post #300 
123 Main St.  West Chicago, IL   60186 

A.B.A.T.E. of Illinois—DuKane Chapter 

P.O. Box 188 

West Chicago, IL 60186-0188 

DuKane A.B.A.T.E. Membership Form 
(Please Print Legibly) 

         Date: _______________   

(  )   New Member    (  )   Renewal     (  )   Change          Card # _________________________________________ 
 

Name: __________________________________________ Spouse: _________________________________________ 
 

Address:______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

City: __________________________________________  State: ___________________ Zip: __________________________ 
 

Phone: (        ) _______________________  County: ________________ Registered Voter?  (1)  _______ (2) ______ 
 

Congressional District: _______   Senatorial District: _______      Representative District: ________ 
 

Date of Birth  (1 ) ______ - ______ - ______  ( 2 ) ______ - ______ - ______ 
 

Occupation: ( 1 ) ______________________________________  ( 2 ) ___________________________________________ 
 

Year/Make and Size of Scooter(s): ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

eMail Address(es): _____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Membership Renewal Fee:  (  )   $25.00 per year, Single  (  )   $45.00 per year, Couple 

Moneysaver Special:  (  ) $100.00 per 5 year, Single  (  )   $180.00 per 5 year, Couple 
 

Make Checks Payable To & Mail To: 

 

DuKane Chapter 
A.B.A.T.E. of Illinois 
PO Box 188 

www.dukaneabiteil.org 


